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THE OHILNTATION OF E'IIESHMEN TO A N  ACADEMIC MUSIC LIBRARY: CONFESSIONS 
OF A N  EVANGELISTIC MUSIC REFEXENCE LIBRARIAN. 

From the  beginning ( i . e .  during my job in t e rv i ew)  I was l e d  t o  
a f i rm b e l i e f  i n  thd power o f  witnessing,  of  i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  young i n  
t h e  r i t u a l s  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  f a i t h .  My r o l e  as re fe rence  l i b r a r i a n  w a s  
no t  simply t o  g ive  guidance but  a l s o  t o  spread t h e  good word t h a t  
o t h e r s  might f ind  t h e i r  own way. I confess  t h a t  I d i d  no t  come t o  t h i s  
b e l i e f  f o r  a l t r u i s t i c  reasons  alone;  as the  o l d  say 'ng goes,  "The 
more you do today, t h e  l e s s  you must do tomorrow.11 f 

There can be no doubt t h a t  f i r s t - y e a r  s tuden t s  a t  a music s choo l  
need i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t he  use o f  t he  resources  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them i n  t h e  
music l i b r a r y .  How much i n s t r u c t i o n  they r e q u i r e  and how much inforrna- 
t i o n  they can a s s i m i l a t e  a r e  t he  ques t ions  which perp lex  the  r e f e rence  
l i b r a r i a n  (o r  t he  person respons ib le  f o r  g iv ing  l i b r a r y  i n s t r u c t i o n ) .  
An explanat ion of  j i b r a r y  procedures can be the  "straw t h a t  broke 
t h e  camel 's  back" f o r  a s tuden t  who i s  being sys t ema t i ca l ly  d i s -  
o r i en t ed  by a v e r i t a b l e  bombardment of  information i n  t h e  form of  
"or ien ta t ion l1  t o  var ious  q u a r t e r s  o f  h i s  new environment. A l l  one can 
honest ly  say  about freshmen is t h i s :  "They s tand  i n  need o f  more than  
they can stand.ll 

I n  my search  f o r  t h e  one bes t  method of  reaching  the  freshmen, 
I have i n  t h e  p a s t  r e l i e d  on those s a n c t i f i e d  methods t r a d i t i o n  o f f e r s :  
t h e  Tour, t he  Lecture,  and the  Handout. This  year I have rep laced  t h e  
Lecture with a s e r i e s  of weekly l 'sermonettes," each devoted t o  a s i n g l e  
a spec t  of  l i b r a r y  r i t u a l  and each no more than t e n  minutes long. I n  
s o  doing I hoped t o  g ive  the  s t u d e n t s  more time i n  which t o  "drink 
i n  t h e  wisdom of  my teachings.ll Although much of  what I covered could 
have been as capably handled by f a c u l t y  members i n  t h e i r  c l a s s e s ,  I 
f e l t  t h a t  my presence was desj-rable  s o  t h a t  t he  s t u d e n t s  could make 
t h e  necessary l e a p  between theory and the  person who could h e l p  them 
put  theory  i n t o  p rac t i ce .  My presence a l s o  gave me t h e  oppor tun i ty  
t o  become b e t t e r  acquainted with the  s tudents .  

The t o p i c s  I included i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s  s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  were 
intended t o  f u l f i l 1  t he  following purposes: 

1. t o  g ive  the  s t u d e n t s  a gene ra l  i n t r o  uc t ion  t o  t he  l i b r a r y  4 
and t o  its s t a f f ;  t o  expla in  t h e  handouts and o u t l i n e  what I 
would be d iscuss ing  throughout t h e  s e r i e s ;  

By the  time t h i s  a r t i c l e  is  i n  p r i n t ,  t h i s  saying w i l l  be a t  l e a s t  
two weeks o ld .  ' Note the  c l e v e r l y  d isguised  re ference  t o  the  a s soc i a t ion  r e spons ib l e  
f o r  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  
The cooperat ion of the  f a c u l t y  was obviously v i t a l  t o  t h i s  venture ;  
t he  l e c t u r e s  were given during class- t ime i n  the  freshmen music 

11. 
h i s t o r y  c l a s s e s .  
Inc luding  a nine-page handout e n t i t l e d ,  "How t o  use t h e  Main Card 
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2. t o  descr ibe  the  uses  of  some o f  t he  more important r e f e rence  
t o o l s ,  such as Grow's, Baker 's,  and HDM; 

3. t o  s t r e s s  t he  importance of  compiling b ib l iog raph ie s  and t o  
suggest  s t e p s  one might take i n  compiling them; 

4. t o  d i scuss  t he  more important music h i s t o r i e s  and t h e i r  
u se fu lnes s  as a po in t  of  depar ture  f o r  researching  essay top ic s ;  

5. t o  po in t  ou t  the  va lue  of  p e r i o d i c a l s  as an  abundant source 
of  cu r r en t  information and t o  expla in  t h e  use of  t h e  va r ious  index- 
i n g  t o o l s ;  

6. t o  exp la in  how one can f i n d  i n d i v i d u a l  works i n  c o l l e c t e d  
e d i t i o n s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  s e t s ,  e tc . ;  

7. t o  suggest  how one can make use of  books i n  fore ign  languages, 
such as MGG, without a  comprehensive knowledge of t he  languages. 

I t  is doubt fu l  t h a t  anyone w i l l  ever  devise  a t o t a l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
method of  g iv ing  f i r s t - y e a r  s t u d e n t s  a l l  t h e  information they need; bu t  
by spreading t h e  process  ou t  i n t o  well-defined segments such as those 
o u t l i n e d  above, 1 t r i e d  t o  make the  o rdea l  t h i s  year somewhat more 
pa l a t ab l e .  A s  always t h e r e  w a s  an  uncomfortable number of  those  eye- 
r o l l i n g ,  foo t -shuff l ing  s tuden t s ,  placed t h e r e  by our Lord and Com- 
f o r t e r  (L.c.) t h a t  I might ponder my f o o l i s h  p r ide  and wonder i f  I were 
merely prolonging t h e  agony. I confess  t h a t  I a m  no t  completely con- 
vinced of  t he  s u p e r i o r i t y  of t he  new approach, but I a m  convinced 
t h a t  new approaches must con t inua l ly  be t r i e d .  

Merwin Lewis 
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