
8 
'I'lll~; CAMWAC MUSIC, L,IIIRAIIY 

'I'hcb concept of an  o r y ; ; ~ r ~ ~  za t ion  t o  promote music-making among 
.~rr~;it.eur:, w a s  f i r : , t  brought t o  r e a l i z a t i o n  i n  Canada twenty yea r s  ago 
when :,everal p rof ' ess iona l  musicians begun a  summer camp which r a n  
f o r  two weeks. Over the  years  t h e  d e s i r e  of  t he  members t o  keep i n  
touch with each o the r  throu(:hout t he  winter  and t o  meet new music- 
makers l e d  t o  t he  establ ishment  of  CAMMAC (Canadian Amateur Musicians/ 
Musiciecs Amateurs du Canada) a s  a fu l l - t ime organiza t ion .  It began 
with soKe twenty members. Today CAMMAC has a  n a t i o n a l  membership o f  
approximately twelve hundred members a c r o s s  Canada. It has t h r e e  r e -  
g iona l  execut ives  i n  Montreal, Toronto, and O t t a w a  each o f  which or -  
ganizes  chora l  o r  o r c h e s t r a l  readings  every month and runs  music 
c l a s s e s  i n  such th ings  as Orff method, g u i t a r ,  and r eco rde r  dur ing  t h e  
winter .  The Music Camp is now open f o r  s i x  weeks every summer and t h e  
organiza t ion  has  sponsored t r i p s  abroad t o  Japan and Tunisia .  

The CAMMAC Music Library w a s  e s t ab l i shed  i n  September, 1959. It 
has a s  its a i m s  " the development and enjoyment of amateur music- 
making. It  achieves t h i s  by providing f o r  t he  members o f  CAMMAC a loan  
c o l l e c t i o n  of  voca l  and ins t rumenta l  music. 

The c o l l e c t i o n  has been b u i l t  up f o r  t he  most p a r t  over t h e  yea r s  
by donat ions of  music by i n t e r e s t e d  o rgan iza t ions  and ind iv idua l s .  It 
inc ludes  chora l  and ins t rumenta l  music from masses, c a n t a t a s  and 
symphonies t o  due t s  and so lo  works. It c o n s i s t s  today o f  approximately 
2300 t i t l e s  ( a s  d i s t i ngu i shed  from copies)  of which a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  
i s  chamber music. The e n t i r e  s tock  of  t h e  l i b r a r y  i s  p r in t ed  music. 
The unique f a c t o r  of  the  CAMMAC Music Library i s  t h a t  i t  loans  o u t  t o  
members of  t he  organiza t ion  complete s e t s  f o r  each work. It  has  mu l t ip l e  
copies  of chora l  works toge ther  with t h e  o r c h e s t r a l  p a r t s  and has  cop ie s  
o f  each p a r t  f o r  ins t rumenta l  compositions. The music may be borrowed 
on a long-term loan t o  al low time t o  prepare a work f o r  concer t .  The 
l i b r a r y  a l s o  borrows music from the  Drinker Choral Library  of  Phi lade lphia .  

The c o l l e c t i o n  is still supported t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  by donat ions  
of  a c t u a l  music while cu r r en t  purchases involve r ep l ac ing  missing p a r t s  
and as much as poss ib l e  f i l l i n g  i n  gaps i n  the  c o l l e c t i o n .  The l i b r a r y  
c i r c u l a t e s  t he  music t o  members who come i n  person o r  by m a i l .  I t  i s  
open a l l  year except for t he  months of  J u l y  and August when a major 
po r t ion  of  t he  music is t ranspor ted  t o  t h e  Summer Camp. The l i b r a r y  
publ ished a  book catalogue s e v e r a l  yea r s  ago and last year publ ished 
the  f i r s t  supplement. 

The advantages of  such a l i b r a r y  a r e  obvious -- music i s  an 
expensive and o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  commodity t o  procure. Unless a  person 
i n t e n d s  t o  become p ro fe s s iona l  t h i s  expense may p re sen t  a major d e t e r e n t  
t o  h i s  jlursuing an a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  world of  music. The CAMMAC 
orguni z;t t i o n  encourages people t o  come togt.ther with o t h e r  amateurs 
and pro~'e:;sionals t o  enjoy music-making and o f f e r s  i n  i t , s  l i b r a r y  an 
opporturii ty f o r  many p l aye r s  and s i n g e r s  t o  t r y  works which i n  normal 
circumstances they might never otherwi:,e be a b l e  t o  do. For f u r t h e r  
inormation wr i te :  CAMMAC, P.O. Box 32, Montreal 215, P.Q. 
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