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I 1 A b r i e f  r e p o r t  on the  i 
IAML meeting , London, 1 1973. 
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My attendance a t  t h i s  conference was no t  as a member o f  one 
o f  the working comnissions, bu t  as a member o f  IAML. Therefore I was 
f r e e  t o  go t o  those meetings which seemed t o  be o f  most d i r e c t  concern 
t o  me. As there  were always a number o f  meetings tak ing  p lace s imu l ta -  
neously, t h i s  i s  n o t  a complete p i c t u r e ,  bu t  on l y  a sampling. 

The meetings took place a t  Bedford College, U n i v e r s i t y  of 
London, Regent's Park. On the  f i r s t  evening, a f t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  t he re  
was an in fo rmal  gather ing i n  the bar o f  the  Rose Garden Restaurant, j u s t  
across from the  College, so t h a t  the delegates should have the  oppor tun i -  
t y  t o  see what a t r u l y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  gather ing i t  was, what an astonish-  
i n g  number o f  count r ies  were represented. 

The conference was o f f i c i a l l y  opened the  next  morning, t he  
i e f  address being g iven by D r .  A. Hyat t  King, represent ing the  UK branch 

IAML. He spoke on the p a r t i c u l a r  character  o f  music i t s e l f ,  an a r t  
bo th  prec ise  an e lus ive ,  which i s  c o n t i n u a l l y  changing. For t h i s  reason 
there  i s  no f i n a l i t y  i n  the  work o f  music l i b r a r i a n s  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  as- 
soc ia t i ons ,  as new techniques and methods are evolved t o  meet t he  needs 
o f  scholarship.  

Those meetings which I attended were the  Cataloguing Comm- 
i s s i o n ,  t he  Commission f o r  l i b r a r i e s  i n  Music Schools, the  I A S A  Commis- 
s ion  ( I n t e r n a t i n a l  Assoc ia t ion  o f  Sound Archives) ,  the  Comnission o f  Mu- 
s i c  Research L i b r a r i e s ,  and the  Music In fo rmat ion  Centres Comnission. 

The Catalo u ing Commission was c h i e f l y  concerned w i t h  the  
cont inu ing  work o f  R I S M  7 Reperto i re I n t e r n a t i o n a l  des Sources ~ u s i  ca l  es) , 
and discussed the  cata loguing o f  music manuscripts, format,  and the  pro- 
blems o f  up-dat ing as research c o n t i n u a l l y  revea ls  new f a c t s  and a l t e r s  
present in format ion.  

The Music Schools Commission gave us a ser ies  o f  r e p o r t s  
on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  music l i b r a r i e s  i n  o ther  countr ies.  This  year t hey  we- 
r e  from A u s t r a l i a ,  New Zealand, Scotland, Czechoslovakia and Russia. 
The meeting was a lso  concerned w i t h  the  forthcoming issues o f  a Hankbook 
o f  Music L i b r a r i e s .  



The IASA meeting d e a l t  w i t h  the preservat ion o f  both music- 
a l  and non-musical sound, and i t  was pointed ou t  t h a t  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  
was becoming more and more d i f f i c u l t  t o  de f ine ,  f o r  instance when used as 
raw source ma te r ia l  f o r  the  c r e a t i v e  musician. There was a l so  a discus- 
s ion  o f  the  ex ten t  t o  which Music Archives should be moving i n t o  the  pe- 
r i p h e r a l  f i e l d  o f  mult i -media. 

The Music Research L i b r a r i e s  Commission discussed the  
t r a i n i n g  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a music l i b r a r i a n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  li- 
b r a r i e s  which handle pr imar i  l y  museum o r  h i s t o r i c a l  mater i  a1 r e q u i r i n g  
research. The i d e a l  l i b r a r i a n  was f e l t  t o  be e i t h e r  a mus ico log is t  w i t h  
some t r a i n i n g  i n  the  techniques o f  l i b r a r y  work, o r  a t r a i n e d  l i b r a r i a n  
w i t h  some background i n  musicology. 

The Music In fo rmat ion  Centre gave us repo r t s  from var ious 
countr ies.  The i r  c h i e f  concern seemed t o  be the  necessi ty  o f  cooperation, 
n o t  compet i t ion,  between Research L i b r a r i e s ,  In fo rmat ion  Centres, Nat ion- 
a l  L i b r a r i e s  and Music Documentation Centres, w i t h  a view t o  avoid ing 
unnecessary dupl i c a t i o n  of work. 

To balance the  more ser ious s ide  of the  conference there  
was excel l e n t  entertainment--  a concert  c a l l e d  "Shakespeare Improv Id", 
the  BBC Proms a t  A l b e r t  Ha1 l w i t h  P i e r r e  Boulez conducting, an excursion 
t o  Greenwi t h  , and a recep t i on  by the  B r i t i s h  Counci l , as we1 l as p r i v a t e  
ou t ings  w i t h  f r i ends ,  a l l  adding up t o  a most s t i m u l a t i n g  and enjoyable 
week. 

Bre f  compte rendu de l a  
Reunion de 1 'Associat ion Canadienne 
des Bib l io theques Musicales, Mont- I 
t r e a l  , l e  24 novembre 1973. l 

Claude Beaudry j 

Presidee par M. W i l l i am D. Ward, l a  rgunion a v a i t  l i e u  dans 
l e s  locaux de l a  nouvel l e  "succursale" Montrealaise du Centre de Musique 
Canadienne, s i  tuee au 250 es t ,  boulevard St-Joseph. 

Madame Louise Laplante, s e c r 6 t a i r e  generale a d j o i n t e  du CMC 
e t  d i r e c t r i c e  du Centre de Montreal,  presente son nouveau serv ice  aux mem- 
bres de l 'assemblee: b r e f  h i s t o r i q u e  du CMC; rappel  des fac teurs  e t  des 
circonstances q u i  on t  cont r ibue a l 'ouver ture du Centre de Montreal; e t a t  
des c o l l e c t i o n s  de l a  Musicothgque de Montreal ; p r o j e t s  ti brgve e t  a lon-  
gue echeance sur  l ' a v e n i r  du centre;  serv ices que peut rendre l e  CMC t a n t  
aux composi teurs  qu ' aux h i  b l  iothgques . 


