
MLA IN BOSTON - 1978 ANNUAL MEETING 

The Boston area possesses a great wealth of musical resources--talented 
performing groups of all types of music, excellent teaching institutions 
and music collections, and more than a dozen active and creative music 
librarians. The Boston Area Music Libraries, under program chairman Linda 
Solow and local arrangements chairman Geraldine Ostrove, made exceptional 
use of the human and musical resources of Boston in pianning the Annual 
Meeting of the Music Library Association, held in Boston, 27 February 
through 4 March, 1978. Sessions of the conference were stimulating and 
informative; concerts and recitals were varied and entertaining; and 
tours, exhibits, and banquets were very well planned. The planning group 
even managed to find a week of near-perfect weather out of this year's 
incredible winter. All these factors combined to make a most memorable 
conference. 

MLA delegates were treated to several fine chamber corcerts, beginning 
at the opening reception with "Spanish Music from the Age of Ferdinand 
and Isabella" by the Greenwood Consort, and continuing? with a series of 
Cameo Concerts preceding the morning sessions. The performances were all 
first-rate, and ranged from 17th century brass quintets (by The Cambridge 
Symphonic Brass Ensemble) through Ethnic music of Albania (the Iso Singers) 
and music for woodwinds (Nova Woodwind Quintet) to contemporary music per- 
formed by the Dinosaur Annex Players, when the hotel lobby resounded for 
half an hour to the cosmic E flat major triad of Lyle Davidson's "Center- 
ing". 

The session "Music in Boston: Collecting Local History" gave us an in- 
sight into the problems and delights of local music collecting, with 
presentations by Rulan Pian and Jerome Fischer of Harxard University and 
Stephen Erdely of MIT. Mr. Erdely described his Project for Classify- 
ing and Cataloguing Traditional Music, which resulted from his study of 
the ethnomusicological holdings of the Canadian Centre for Folk Culture 
Studies. He proposed three levels of classification: descriptive, ana- 
lytical, and comparative, as well as a classification of song texts and 
a computer-programmed cataloguing system. 

"From Stylus to Platter: Designing Listening Facilities and Preserving 
the Recordings Played in   hem" was moderated by Lenore Coral, who des- 
cribed the new listening facilities at the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison, Music Library. The design is the same as t h ~ t  used at North- 
western University. Larry S. King of Klepper Marshal1 King Associates, 
New York (acoustical consultants for the U. of Wisc,, Madison listening 
facility) spoke on the type of work his company does for music libraries, 
discussed audio equipment for listening facilities, acd recommended 
several review journals (especially Stereo Critic, T h e  Absolute Sound, 
and Audio). Gerald Gibson (Recorded Sound Section, Library of Congress) 
discussed the archival preservation of discs at LC an? showed slides of 
their ultrasonic cleaner. Helvi McClelland (Sibley Mrsic Library, 
Eastman School of Music) spoke on record-care products useful for non- 
archival collections; her handout included a bibliography of articles 
on record-care and information on the SELVYT cloth, which was highly 
recommended for record cleaning. Forrest Alter (Flint Public Library) 



d e s c r i b e d  h i s  1 i ' ~ r a r y ' s  l i s t e n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  c l e a n i n g  
a  c i r c u l a t i n g  r e c o r d  c o l l e c t i o n .  

T h e  s e s s i o n  o n  " 2 0 t h - C e n t u r y  M u s i c - - I t s  P r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  P r o p a g a t i o n  
t h r o u g h  P r i n t i n g ,  P u b l i s h i n g ,  a n d  R e c o r d i n g "  w a s  a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  o n e .  
J u d i t h  F i n e l l  ( X u s i c  S e r v i c e s ,  I n c . ) ,  t h e  m o d e r a t o r ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f u n c -  
t i o n s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M u s i c  C e n t r e ,  w h i c h  i s  s o m e w h a t  
a n a l o g o u s  t o  o u r  C a n a d i a n  M u s i c  C e n t r e .  J o s e p h  M .  B o o n i n  p r o v i d e d  a n  
e n t e r t a i n i n g  a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  m u s i c  p u b l i s h e r ' s  p o i n t  o f  
v i e w  i n  " T h e  C o n t e m p o r a r y  P u b l i s h i n g  S c e n e :  a n  u n r e t o u c h e d  p i c t u r e " .  
" T h e  R o l e  o f  R e c ~ r d i n g  i n  t h e  D i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  C o n t e m p o r a r y  M u s i c " ,  p r e -  
s e n t e d  b y  G a r t e r  H a r m a n  o f  C o m p o s e r s  R e c o r d i n g s ,  I n c . ,  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  n o z - p r o f i t  r e c o r d i n g  c o m p a n i e s  s u c h  a s  C R I  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  
c o n t e m p o r a r y  A m e r i c a n  c o m p o s e r s  a n d  m a k i n g  t h e i r  w o r k s  k n o w n .  James 
Y a n n a t o s ,  a  c o m p 2 s e r  a n d  c o n d u c t o r  a t  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  who h a s  g o n e  i n t o  
p u L l i s h i n g  h i s  own m u s i c ,  o u t l i n e d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  a c o m p o s e r  h a s  t o d a y  i n  
g e t t i n g  p u b l i s h e j  i n  " T h e  L a s t  R e s o r t :  C o m p o s e r  a s  P u b l i s h e r " ,  a n d  J o n  
Newsom ( M u s i c  D i v i s i o n ,  LC) s p o k e  o n  " T h e  L i b r a r i a n ' s  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  
P r o b l e m s " .  One J a y  o f  m a k i n g  new w o r k s  known i s  t h r o u g h  c h e c k l i s t s  s u c h  
a s  t h e  B o s t o n  C o n p o s e r s  P r o j e c t ,  a  l i s t  o f  w o r k s  b y  B o s t o n  a r e a  c o m p o s e r s  
p u t  o u t  b y  RAML ( B o s t o n  Area M u s i c  L i b r a r i e s ) .  T h e  s e s s i o n  w a s  p r e c e d e d  
b y  a  f i l m  o n  H a r r y  T a r t c h  a n d  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a t o u r  o f  t h e  i m p r e s s i v e  
B o s t o n  P u b l i c  L i a r a r y .  

T h e  C a t a l o g c i n g  Forum w a s ,  a s  a l w a y s ,  t h e  s c e n e  o f  much d i s c u s s i ~ n  a n d  a  
s o u r c e  o f  n e w s  o n  c a t a l o g u i n g  a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  S i n c e  t h e  
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C a t a l o g u i n g  C o u n c i l  i s  b e i n g  r e p o r t e d  o n  i n  t h e  M u s i c  
C a t a l o g u i n g  B u l l z t i n ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  A p r i l  1 9 7 8  i s s u e ,  we w o n ' t  r e -  
p e a t  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  h e r e .  

T h e  s e s s i o n  " K u s i c  i n  B o s t o n :  Unknown R e s o u r c e s  i n  R e s e a r c h  C o l ? e c t i o n s i '  
f e a t u r e d  s p e a k e r s  c u r r e n t l y  o r  f o r m e r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  B o s t o n  Area L i b -  
r a r i e s .  G e r a l d l X 1 e  O s t r o v e  o f  t h e  New E n g l a n d  C o n s e r v a t o r y  d e s c r i b e d  
s o m e  o f  t h e  r a r e  n a t e r i a l s  o f  t h a t  c o l l e c t i o n ,  a n d  S t e v e n  L e d b e t t e r  o f  
D a r t m o u t h  c o n t r i j u t e d  a  p a p e r  o n  t h e  m u s i c  o f  G e o r g e  W h i t e f i e l d  C h a d w i c k  
( 1 8 5 4 - 1 9 3 1 1 ,  a  f a r m e r  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C o n s e r v a t o r y ,  w h o s e  m a n u s c r i p t s  
a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  NEC. T h e  afternoon s e s s i c n  
a l s o  i n c l u d e d  i r f o r m a t i v e  t a l k s  o n  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  m a t e r i a l s  o f  t h e  B o s t o n  
F u b l i c  L i b r a r y  a - ~ d  o f  t h e  H o u g h t o n  L i b r a r y  o f  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y .  T h e  
l a t t e r  i n c l u 2 e d  a l e n g t h y ,  b u t  e n t h u s i a s t t c  t a l k  o n  R o s s i n i  m a n l i s c r i p t s  
b y  P h i l i p  G o s s e t t ,  a r e n o w n e d  R o s s i n i  s c h c l a r .  T h e  s a m e  e v e n i n g ,  T h e  
B o s t o n  C h a m b e r  S o l o i s t s  w e r e  f e a t u r e d  i n  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  
m u s i c  d e s c r i b e d  s a r l i e r  i n  t h e  d a y .  

A s e s s i o n  o n  "Mcney-How c o  G e t  I t  a n d  How t o  H a n d l e  I t "  w a s  c h a i r e d  b y  
W a l t e r  G e r b o t h ,  s h o  b e g a n  b y  g i v i n g  a l e s s o n  i n  how t o  r o b  a B r i n k ' s  
t r u c k .  T h e  p a n e l  c o n t i n u e d ,  i n  a  m o r e  s e r i o u s  v e i n ,  w i t h  a  t a l k  o c  
l i b r a r y  b u d g e t i r g  t e c h n i q u e s  b y  M a r y  C h a t f i e l d  o f  t h e  H a r v a r d  B u s i n e s s  
L i b r a r y .  A n n a l e e  B u n d y ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S o m e r v i l l e ,  M a s s . ,  P u b l i c  Lib- 
r a r y ,  s p o k e  o n  t b e  n e e d  f o r  g o o d  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
a c t i v e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y .  A p a p e r  o n  t h e  v a r y i n g  
n e e d s  o f  different l i b r a r i e s  w a s  p r e p a r e d  b y  W e n d a l l  B r a s e ,  t h e  L a s e r  



Lab A d m i n i s t r a t o r  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S y r a c u s e ,  a n d  was  d e l i v e r e d  
by  R u t h  W a t a n a b e .  I n  c o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h i s  p a p e r ,  D r .  W a t a n a b e  e m p h a s i z e d  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m u s i c  l i b r a r y  i s  a n  " a d d i t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  r e p l a c i v e "  
i n s t i t u t i o n .  Comment ing  o n  t h e  s e s s i o n  as  a  w h o l e  wt.re M i c h a e l  K e l l e r  
o f  C o r n e l l  a n d  T h o r  Wood o f  t h e  New York  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  who a d d e d  f i s c a l  
a d v i c e  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  own a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e .  

E a r l y  i n  t h e  w e e k ,  t h e  a t t e n d e e s  h a d  b e e n  t r e a t e d  t o  a  s c r e e n i n g  o f  t h e  
H e p b u r n - T r a c y  comedy Desk  S e t .  The  f i l m  d e a l s  w i t h  " h e  p h a s i n g  o u t  o f  
a  l i b r a r y  r e f e r e n c e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  h e a d e d  by  K a t h e r i n e  B e p b u r n ,  w i t h  
S p e n c e r  T r a c y  a s  t h e  M I T - t r a i n e d  c o m p u t e r  e x p e r t ,  b r i n g s  i n  t h e  m a c h i n e  
w h i c h  w i l l  make t h e  r e f e r e n c e  d e p a r t m e n t  o b s o l e t e .  'he m a c h i n e  t u r n s  
o u t  t o  h a v e  more  t h a n  a  f e w  b u g s ,  a n d  t h e  c o m p u t e r  e x p e r t  f a l l s  f o r  t h e  
l i b r a r i a n ,  s o  i n  G e o r g e  Cukor  f a s h i o n ,  a l l  e n d s  h a p p i l y .  Desk  S e t ,  
t h e n ,  s e r v e d  a s  2i f i t t i n g  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  r o m a n t i c  e l e m e n t  e x c e p t e d ,  f o r  - 

t h e  f i n a l  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  R e f e r e n c e  S e r v i c e  in the F u t u r e .  
S u s a n  Sommers o f  t h e  New York  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  c h a i r e d  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  w h i c h  
f e a t u r e d  t a l k s  by  Edmund B o w l e s  o f  t h e  I B M  C o r p o r a t i o n  o n  d e v e l o p m e n t s  
i n  a u t o m a t i o n ,  C a r o l  L a w r e n c e  o n  h e r  work  a s  r e f e r e n - e  l i b r a r i a n  i n  a n  
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  l i b r a r y ,  a n d  N e i l  R a t l i f f  o f  t h e  New Ya71-k P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
o n  r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e  a t  a  m a j o r  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e .  One f i t t i n g  r e m a r k  
by  M r .  R a t l i f f  was  h i s  comment t h a t  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  h e  h a d  g a i n e d  a s  a  
r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r i a n  h a d  g i v e n  h i m  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  t o  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  a s  
w e l l  a s  t o  know w h i c h  q u e s t i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a n s w e r e d .  

K i r s t e n  Wal sh  a n d  S a n f o r d  Cohen .  

THE B O O K  SHELF: m u s i c  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  

111. C o m p o s e r s '  b i o g r a p h i e s  

Vo lumes  h a v e  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h r e e  m a i n  c r i t e r i a :  t h o s e  t h a t  
make e n j o y a b l e  r e a d i n g  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  i n f o r m a t i v e ;  t h o s e  t h a t  may 
n o t  b e  t h e  m o s t  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n  b i o g r a p h y  n o r  a s  s t y l i s h l y  w r i t t e n  b u t  
c o n t a i n  u s e f u l  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  m a t e r i a l  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  r e a d e r  o n w a r d ;  
t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  b i o g r a p h i e s .  
T h e  l i s t ,  l e t  me r e m i n d  y o u ,  i s  h i g h l y  s e l e c t i v e .  New b o o k s  a r e  b e i n g  
p u b l i s h e d  e v e r y  m o n t h ,  a n d  e v e n  a s  I p r e p a r e  t h i s  l i s t ,  I r e a d  new r e -  
v i e w s  o f  S o l o m o n ' s  B e e t h o v e n .  ( P a t r i c k  S m i t h  i n  H i g h  F i d e l i t y ,  A p r i l  
1 9 7 8 ;  Tim McGee i n  F u g u e ,  May 1 9 7 8 ) .  I i n c l u d e  t h a t  v o l u m e ,  u n s e e n ,  o n  
t h e i r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  W h i l e  n o t  know a s  a  c o m p o s e r ,  G l e n  Gou ld  i s  i n -  
c l u d e d  b e c a u s e - - b e c a u s e  h e ' s  G l e n  G o u l d :  B r i t i s h  p u o l i s h e r s  a n d  p r i c e s  
a r e  g i v e n  when A m e r i c a n  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

BACH R o b e r t s o n ,  A l e c .  B a c h ;  a  b i o g r a p h y ,  w i t h  a  s u r v e y  o f  b o o k s ,  
e d i t i o n s  a n d  r e c o r d i n g s .  Hamden, C o n n . ,  S h o e  S t r i n g ,  
1 .977.  $ 7 . 5 0  U.S. (The  c o n c e r t g o e r ' s  C o m p a n i o n s )  


