
Other a c t i v i t i e s  

There were, o f  course, oppo r tun i t i es  t o  
appreciate the h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  our I t a l i a n  
hosts, and the ambiance o f  the Lago d i  Como. 
The opening session i n  the  Teatro Socia le 
was fo l lowed by a wonderful recept ion,  and 
a concert  by the  Baroque Ensemble under 
the  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Alan Cur t is .  There was 
an evening excursion by boat  on the lake, 
s a i l i n g  as f a r  as Be l lag io ,  a t  the  middle 
o f  the lake,  w i t h  a b u f f e t  d inner  on board, 
du r i ng  which we admired some o f  the  
magni f i cent  v i l l a s  on the shores. On an 
af ternoon excursion t o  Mi lan  we saw the 
f resco o f  the  "Last  Supper" by Leonardo 
da V inc i ,  i n  the church o f  Santa Maria d e l l e  
Grazie, b u i l t  by Bramante. A f t e r  a v i s i t  
t o  the l i b r a r y  a t  the Conservatorio d i  Musica 
" G .  Verdi"  d i  Milano, there  was a concert  
o f  works by Gastold i  and Pa les t r ina ,  and 
another we1 l - ca te red  recept ion.  Returning 
t o  Como, the  bus drove past  La Scala, and 
a spectacu lar ly - f lood1 i t  Duomo. The h i g h l i g h t  
o f  the fa rewe l l  d inner  a t  the  V i l l a  Olmo 
must su re l y  have been the  "L ib ro  de Musica" 
o r  Cake Book, i ced  w i t h  an u n i d e n t i f i e d  
neumatic i n c i p i  t. 

The post-conference excursion was t o  the  
o l d  wa l led  town o f  Bergamo, which forms 
the  nucleus of a community which has g radua l l y  
expanded through the centur ies  on t o  the 
p l a i n  below, where the modern cent re  o f  
the town i s  now. Lunch was taken a t  the  
r i s t o r a n t e  La Pergola, s i t u a t e d  on the  
h i l l s i d e  over looking the p la in ,  and d e f i n i t e l y  
M iche l i n  5 ( o r  more) s ta r .  A f t e r  t oy ing  
w i t h  some r a t h e r  d e l i c i o u s  hors d'oeuvres 
ass i s ted  by F e r r a r i  Spumante, we s a t  down 
t o  a splendid eight-course meal, the  main 
d i sh  o f  which was veal cordon bleu, a l l  
accompanied by a seemingly endless supply 
of Soave Purporan and Ch iant i  F a t t o r i a  La 
Quercie.  A l l  t h i s  took about th ree hours! 
a f t e r  which we were presented w i t h  the 
res tau ran t ' s  personal p la te ,  and the  Proceed- 
i ngs  o f  the  1 s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Don ize t t i  
conference (1974), i n  two volumes, boxed, 
("How on ea r th  do I get  a l l  t h i s  home?" was 
the  unspoken quest ion on the faces o f  a l l  
present! ) ,  thus i n t roduc ing  a new measurement 
o f  weight - the Don ize t t i !  Fo l lowing t h i s ,  
a v i s i t  t o  the  b i r t hp lace  o f  - you've guessed 
i t  - and the Don ize t t i  Museum, and then 
some t ime t o  browse around Bergamo before 
re tu rn ing  t o  Como. I expect t h a t  some Como 

hote l  managers were subsequently t o  f i n d ,  

l i k e  a Gideon B ib le ,  a D o n i z e t t i  proceedings 
i n  every room, and nex t  year  i n  East B e r l i n  
t he re  w i l l  su re l y  be a spec ia l  session 
e n t i t l e d  "What I d i d  w i t h  my D o n i z e t t i " ,  
w i t h  a p r i z e  f o r  t he  most ingenious so lu t i on .  
Ser iously,  though, i t  r e a l l y  was a sp lend id  
conference, and our  I t a l i a n  hosts are  t o  
be both thanked and congra tu la ted f o r  t h e i r  
arrangements and hosp i ta l  i t y .  

-Alison Hall, President 
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