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By the end o f  a week i n  Amsterdam, the urge 
t o  enter  a souvenir shop and ask "Have you 
anything t ha t ' s  not a c log o r  a wfndmill?" i s  
almost overwhelming. As one glances down any 
small sfdestreet, o r  along one o f  the many canals, 
there f S an endless procession o f  hotel  Signs, 
announcing a seemingly endless number o f  small 
notcls;  however, once inside, one discovers 
thht each hote l  has on ly  about fourteen rooms 
iol l  small), the s t a i r s  are usual ly  p rac t i ca l l y  
perpendicular, and f f  there i s  a l ift, and if 
i t  f s  carry f  ng more than one person, things 
can get a l i t t l e  intimate. But a l l  t h i s  i s  not  
being a t  a l l  f a i r  t o  our Dutch hosts, who, i n  
sp i t e  of ra ther  inclement weather, l a i d  on a 
f i r s t - r a t e  conference f o r  us i n  Amsterdam, c i t y  
of trade, canals, diamonds, and o f  course the 
Rfjksmuseum. The opening r f  tes i n  the 
Concertegebouw, cu r ren t l y  masked i n  sca f fo ld i  ng 
t o  prevent i t  from f a l l i n g  down, were fol lowed 
by a splendid buffet reception and the Gala: 
For ty  Years of Dutch M U S ~ C ,  one o f  the events 
of the Holland Fest ival ,  celebrat ing the 40th 
annf versary o f  Donemus. 

During the week, most o f  the sessions were held 
j u s t  down the road from the Concertegebouw, 
a t  the Sweelinck Conservatorfum. 

IAML Councf l 

Items on the agenda included the vot ing s t ructure 
o f  the Council, cur rent ly  rather informal, and 
inc lud ing i nv i t ed  delegates from countries which 
have no nat ional branches. There was dfscussfon, 
without consensus, as t o  whether council sessions 
should be open t o  a l l  members as observers. 
There was a suggestion t ha t  a p ro jec t  group 
be formed t o  study the f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  extending 
the scope o f  RISM series C t o  include music 
l i b r a r i e s  o f  a l l  kinds. News from IFLA f s  t ha t  
the  UBC and UNIMARC o f f i ces  have been merged, 
and tha t  the revised ISBDs are i n  press. Lenore 
Coral comnented t ha t  IFLA f s  a byzantfne 
organization: i f  IAML d i d  not  have a physical 
presence there, the needs o f  music l i b r a r i ans  
would probably go unheeded. 

The UK branch reported tha t  the increase i n  
dues had caused some o f  i t s  members t o  propose 



leaving I A M L .  The M I C  branch on the  o the r  hand, 
although i t  has draf ted  i t s  own const i tu t ion 
and by-laws, and will not meet w i t h  IAML next 
year i n  Tokyo, wished t o  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  
i t  was not  i t s  in tent ion t o  leave the  
organization. Following the  e l ec t ion  of o f f i c e r s  
t o  professional branches and subject  comnlssions 
this year,  several  chairmen queried the  ex i s t ing  
e lec t ion  procedures, and admitted t o  finding 
i t  awkward t o  conduct an e lec t ion  i n  which they 
may be personally involved. The idea of a 
nominating c m i  t t e e  was ra ised,  together w l  t h  
t h e  question of having a mail b a l l o t  of the  
en t l  r e  membership f o r  these  e lect ions .  

The l i f e  of t h e  Project  Group on Unlversal 
Ava i l ab i l i ty  of Pub1 l ca t ions  (UAP) was extended 
f o r  a f u r t h e r  th ree  years ,  a s  was t h a t  on 
Archives, and t h e  establishment of one on the  
f e a s i b i l i t y  of computerising the  
Whistling-Hofmeister catalogue was approved. 
S i t e s  f o r  fu tu re  conferences are:  1988 -- Tokyo; 
1989 -- United Kingdom, w i t h  York, Manchester 
o r  Oxford a s  possible locat ions;  1990 -- France 
(Boulogne); w i t h  nlbbles of i n t e r e s t  shown by 
Austra l ia ,  Denmark, Czechoslovakla, and Canada. 

Fontes a r t l s  musicae 

34/1 is out ,  and 34/2-3, suffer lng from 
unavoidable delays, will be a double i s sue  
containing papers from t h e  Stockholm meeting. 
34/4 will be t h e  Canadlan issue ,  and should 
appear in  ea r ly  December, ge t t ing  t h e  publlcation 
back on schedule. Brian Redfern, t h e  new e d i t o r ,  
wishes t o  improve t h e  currency of Fontes and 
make i t  more "excitfng". He means t o  avoid 
including bi bl iographies and musicological 
a r t i c l e s ,  unless these  a r e  unllkely t o  be 
pub1 i shed elsewhere, and l ntends t o  separate  
t h e  conference repor ts  from the  papers, and 
ensure t h a t  these  l a t t e r  a r e  appropriately revised 
before fonnal publication. He a l s o  plans t o  
request  more news from the  national branches. 
I t  was suggested t h a t  more reviews be included, 
and national representa t ives  might draw t h e  
a t t en t ion  of Francois Lesure t o  new publications 
i n  t h e i r  countries.  

Research L i  b ra r l e s  

"Looklng a g i f t  horse In t h e  mouth: problems 
i n  accepting and re jec t lng  g i f t s " ,  was a session 
of a kind not usually presented a t  IAML, but 
was most successful. Representatives from the  
Bibliothhque nat ionale  (Catherine Massip and 

Dominique A s s a f ) ,  Harvard (Michael Ochs I ,  
Musi kaliska Akademlens Bibliotek (Anders Lonn), 
the  Netherlands Royal Library (Erlk van Griensven) 
and the  Pendlebury Library, Cambridge (Richard 
Andrewes) gave a free-wheel ing panel discussion,  
moderated by Susan Somner (New York Public 
Library) descrl  bing the  responses of the1 r 
l i b r a r i e s  t o  various s i tua t ions .  

1. The offer  of a pr ivate  col lec t ion which 
may o r  may not be valuable. Checking i t  ou t  
is  always worthwhile, a s r  a p a r t  from anything 
e l s e ,  the  material might f i l l  gaps. However, 
one should endeavour t o  secure t h e  freedom, 
once the  g i f t  has been received, t o  d iscard  
anything not required. Above a l l ,  do not offend 
a prospectlve donor, record name and d e t a i l s ,  
and be prepared t o  suggest an a l t e r n a t i v e  
location.  
2. The manuscripts of a not-well-known composer. 
This requires a value judgement on t h e  l i  kellhood 
of the  demand t o  consul t  them. In some cases 
an alternative location of the  composer's 
bi rthplace/home/haunts may be more appropriate.  
3. The col lec t lon of a Very Important Person 
who has Family wanting The Collection kept 
together In the **** Room, WITH a curator.  
One should t r y  t o  explain t h e  problems inherent 
i n  such conditions,  and convince them t h a t  a 
col lec t lon i s  more valuable wlthout s t r ings .  
I f  i t  I s  worth I t ,  perhaps an exhlbi t ion could 
be offered.  
Set t ing as ide  conditions imposed by donors, 
t h e  e s t a t e  of a very famous person, o r  a 
col lec t lon w i t h  some other  particular focus, 
may be kept together a s  re levant  f o r  research. 
However In some I n ~ t i t ~ t i ~ n ~ ,  the  nature  of 
t h e  material (e.g. archival ,  o r  manuscript) 
may decide i ts  location.  I f  a g i f t  is dispersed,  
an inventory o r  separation l is t  should be 
compiled. A t ac t fu l  request  f o r  funds from 
t h e  donor, f o r  t ranspor ta t lon,  so r t ing ,  
cataloguing , conservation and admlni s t r a t i  ve 
cos t s ,  etc. ,  I s  i n  order. Offers from donors 
t o  catalogue co l l ec t lons  should be t r ea ted  war i ly  
unless their competence is known, o r  e l s e  t h e  
work wlll probably only have t o  be done again. 

The sub jec t  of t ax  r e l i e f  f o r  donations was 
ra ised;  the  benef i ts  o r  o t h e m i s e  of t h i s  ploy 
vary cons1 derably from country t o  country, and 
w i t h  current  t a x  laws. 

B1 bl Iosraphy Comni ss ion 

Bernard Huys (Bi bllothhque royale, ~ r u s s e l  S )  



presented a paper on Music Pr in ters  and Publishers 
i n  Brussels i n  the 19th century. I n  the e a r l i e s t  
years, Louvain and Antwerp were the most important 
centres o f  music typography. With p01 i t f  ca l  
changes a t  the end o f  the 16th century, Brussels 
and Liege became the new centres o f  engraving 
and l f thography, w i th  Brussels becoming 
predominant by the 19th century. A t  f f r s t ,  a 
number o f  fore ign p r in te rs  worked i n  the c i t y ,  
and well-known i l l u s t r a t o r s  were i nv i t ed  t o  
produce l i thographed front ispieces. Music, whether 
engraved o r  lithographed, re f lec ted  the fashion 
o f  the time, a reper to i re  o f  l i g h t  music f o r  
the piano, romances, and successful opera a i rs .  

Dan Fog (~openhagen) presented a p r o ~ o s a l  f o r  
a complete computerisation o f  the Whistl ing- 
Hofmeister catalogues, from 1817 t o  1900. This 
would enable us t o  evaluate the catalogues, 
compiled by the music trade fo r  i t s  own use, 
as a cont inuat ion of R I S M  ser ies A / I .  The 
proposal was en thus ias t i ca l l y  received, and 
a s p i r i t e d  discussion followed as t o  the best 
way t o  handle it. Optical  character recognit ion 
was an ea r l y  favouri te,  but not  perhaps the 
best, i n  view o f  the va r ie ty  o f  d i f f e r e n t  type 
fonts  involved. Put t ing i t  on a pc was another 
f ront  runner, since many people could contr ibute, 
each doing a year a t  a time; o f  course the 
ever-present CD-ROM reared i t s  laser  head, f o r  
quick and easy searching. It was f i n a l l y  agreed, 
and l a t e r  approved by Council, t ha t  a Pro ject  
Group be set  up t o  explore p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and 
report. 

Dr.  Hans-Otto Korth (Kassel) spoke on the 
Gesel l schaft  zur wissenschaftl ichen Ed i t i on  
des deutschen Kirchenlieds e.V. Volumes o f  the 
GEdK w i l l  be published i n  chronological order, 
each i n  two parts, the ed i t i on  and the commentary. 
The f i r s t  volume i n  preparation contains tunes 
up t o  1571. 

F ina l l y ,  Mai j a  Suhonen (Helsinki  Univers i ty  
L ibrary)  gave a paper on Bibl iographies and 
Music i n  Finland. Before the 1830s there was 
l i t t l e  demand f o r  the l oca l  production o f  p r in ted  
music. The nat ional  musical renaissance, a growing 
f n terest  i n  composing and performing, gave r i s e  
t o  a music p r i n t i n g  indust ry  by mid-century, 
though many composers, f o r  example, Sibel  ius,  
were s t i l l  published abroad. However, the Finnish 
National Bibliography, based on the co l l e c t i on  
of the Hels ink i  Univers i ty  Library, i s  f a r  f r o m  
complete f o r  t h i s  period, as the legal  deposit 

requirements were not wel l  enforced. From the 
beginning o f  the 20th century, the co l lec t ion  
i s  s i gn i f i can t l y  more re l iab le ,  though a further 
setback f o r  music was encountered when the 
bibliography was computerfsed i n  1977, as special 
materials, which include scores, have not  ye t  
been put online. Books on music are included, 
entered i n  a separate subject f ie ld ,  and 
per iodicals are covered by the A r t i c l es  I n  Finnish 
per iod ica ls ,  f i r s t  published i n  1959. This i s  
also computerised, and both i t  and the Finnish 
Natf onal B1 b l  iography can be searched on1 ine. 
An extensive thesaurus i n  Finnish, wi th  a sect ion 
of music descriptors, w i l l  soon be published. 

Catalosuinq Comnission 

Catherine Massip (B1 b l  iothiique nationale, Paris) 
spoke on Intermarc (Musique): Origines e t  
applications. This format was f i r s t  developed, 
not  fo r  pr in ted music, but f o r  pre-1800 music 
manuscripts. She described the coding, subf i e l d i ng  
etc. used, mentioning the areas f o r  musical 
i n c i p i t s ,  and drawing a t ten t ion  t o  the special 
notes areas f o r  watermarks. 
Evert van Voorthuysen (Nederlandse Omroep 
St icht ing)  described the shared cataloguing 
system o f  the Muziek Catalogus Nederland (MCN). 
This was s tar ted i n  1985 a t  NOS, and was such 
a success t ha t  four o ther  l i b r a r i e s  joined: 
Buma Funds (Dutch chamber music), Donemus, 
Gaudeamus (Dutch contemporary music) and R I M  
(Repertoire Informatiecentrum Muziek) . The 
database i s  i n  two parts: monographs and 
analyt ics,  containing loca l  information f o r  
each par t i c ipa t ing  l i b ra ry .  Each name i s  
automatically checked against an au thor i t y  f i l e  
when entered. Dates, function, na t i ona l i t y  and 
source o f  information are included, and each 
l i b r a r y  also adds loca l  requirements. UK MARC, 
translated i n t o  a Dutch format, i s  used, w i th  
ISBD (PM), and a t rans la t ion  o f  AACR2, w i th  
a few a l terat ions;  items are classed by Dewey 
780. The average cataloguing time f o r  one i tem 
i s  30-40 minutes, inc lud ing analytlcs. 

Pro ject  Group on ISBD (PM): the current d r a f t  
w i l l  be sent t o  the UBC o f f i c e  i n  August f o r  
a six-month, world-wide review. Most o f  the 
changes r e f l e c t  the e f f o r t  t o  harmonize the  
t e x t  w i th  other ISBDs. 

Pro ject  Group on C lass i f i ca t ion  and Indexing: 
A paper by Mari lyn B l i s s  o f  the RILM o f f i ce  
was read: "Indexing po l i cy  a t  RILM Abstracts: 



present perspectives and future prospects". 
Discussion followed on possible improvements 
t o  the RILM thesaurus in the f i e ld  of 
ethnomusicology, including the identification 
of some geographic areas of coverage in relation 
t o  the index. 

Project Group on Authority Structure fo r  Unifon 
Tit les:  The group examined t h e  f i r s t  d ra f t  t o  
enhance the Guidelines fo r  Authority and Reference 
Entries, and discussed the problems created 
by differing rules fo r  uniform t i t l e s  in the 
major cataloguing codes. 

RILM - 
The NEH has awarded RILM a substantial grant 
t o  a s s i s t  in achieving currency. Regarding the 
guidelines fo r  c r i t e r i a  f o r  inclusion of items 
in  RILM, there will be a monitoring of a core 
l i s t  of the periodicals abstracted, drawn up 
by the national branches, t o  ensure tha t  they 
a l l  operate on the same principles. The USA 
is now reporting by computer, and as a resu l t  
have s l igh t ly  modified the form, mainly changing 
the spacing. 

RI SM - 
The of f ice  is moving from Kassel t o  Frankfurt. 
The next volume of se r ies  A will include incipi ts .  
Very shortly, the USA will  t ransfer  de ta i l s  
of t he i r  RISM holdings d i rec t ly  on tape. 

RIdIM - 
A grant has been received f o r  the cataloguing 
of seven major museums in the USA. Two catalogues 
have been published and f i ve  a re  underway. 

A new production technique f ac i l i t a t i ng  
international cooperation was demonstrated. 
Originally, RIPM researchers used a system 
relying on a mainframe computer, but they a re  
working towards transferring it  t o  an IBM pc. 
Using the software Wordstar 3.2, containing 
embedded bibliographic codes 9 a keyword author 
index i s  constructed, w i t h  t i t l e s  of units and 
subuni ts numbered sequential1 y and 
chronologically. An index reference i s  t o  t h e  
year and number of the periodical, plus a 

subscript for  the type of reference, e.g. 75: 
8 r  = 1875, no.8, review. Each number of t h e  
code instructs  the computer how to  format t h e  
data input. There a re  also special codes t o  
produce specif ic  s ig la ,  p lu s  font,  accent, and 
concatenation codes t o  keep connected characters 
together. The index includes a stop l i s t ,  w i t h  
a special code capable of indexing instances 
of words, e.g. the, thd, and an equivalence 
l i s t ,  e.g. auteur, auteurs. The hardware required 
i s  f a i r l y  simple, and any kind of pr in te r  can 
be used fo r  the end product. 

Other diversions provided fo r  our amusement 
included an evening a t  the windmill village 
a t  Zaanse Schans, a reconstruction of a Zaanland 
village of 1700. To this area came Tsar Peter 
the Great i n  1697 t o  study the c r a f t  of 
shipbuilding. Armed w i t h  a small book of coupons 
for  f ree mustard, cheese, pewter spoons, t iny  
Delft clogs (what, more?), pancakes, and welcome 
genever and beer, IAML/IASA delegates descended 
upon the village l i ke  locusts and had a marvellous 
time. 

Half-day excursions were organized t o  the Music 
Department of the Haags Gemeentmuseum, the 
Koninklijke Bibliotheek in The Hague, t h e  
Phonographic Museum in  Utrecht, the Music 
Repertoire Information Centre, and ~ u i d e r s l o t ,  
a well-preserved medieval c a s t l e  tha t  was not 
a l ibrary, which perhaps says something about 
those of us who made tha t  choice! I t  i s  a 
beautiful l i t t l e  cas t le ,  surrounded by a moat, 
and w i t h  an accompanying herb garden. 

On the Tuesday evening (June 23), we had the 
opportunity t o  attend a performance of Prokoviev's 
Romeo and Ju l i e t  by the Hungarian State  Opera 
Ballet. The Dutch press gave i t  mixed reviews, 
b u t  I' thought i t  was a wonderful production. 
The evening was enhanced by the presence of 
Queen Beatrix, as  was the concert of Thursday 
evening a t  the Concertegebouw, s tarr ing Leonard 
Bernstein conducting Mahler's f ourth and 
Schubert's f i f t h  symphonies. Finally came the 
Farewell Dinner, held a t  the Koepelzaal of the 
Sonesta Hotel, formerly a circular  Lutheran 
church, to  which we were taken by boat, on a 
tour tha t  showed us the handsome and spectacular 
canal houses and bridges of the Prinsengracnt, 
Keisergracht, Herengracht, Singel, and Amstel . 

-Alim Hall 
CIrletaI lhi verri ty L i  bmry 

* * REPORTS FROU THE 1987 CM/ACBM CONFERENCE WILL BE INCLUDED * 
* I N  THE NEXT NEWSLETTER / NOUVELLES. -Ed. * * * 


